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Bond issue
passes Legislature

$35 million
for Maine
lands

"The works of man are short-lived. 'Monuments
decay, buildings crumble, and wealth vanishes, but
Katahdin in its massive grandeur will forever remain
the mountain of the people of Maine... It will stand as
an inspiration to the men and women of this state.”
Governor Percival Baxter

Responding to a groundswell of
public support from every part of the
state, the Legislature overwhelmingly
endorsed the largest public land acquisi
tion initiative in Maine’s history. Just a
few hours before the end of the session,
the Legislature agreed on a bill that
provides for a $35 million bond issue to
be spent on state acquisition of high
priority natural lands over the next four
years—$5 million the first year, $10
million for three years thereafter.
The bond issue bill was presented by
Representative Pat McGowan (DCanaan), with Representative David
Stanley (R-Cumberland), Senator
Michael Pearson (D-Old Town) and
Senate President Charles Pray (DMillinocket) co-sponsoring. After a
lively public hearing at which many
testified eloquently in favor of the issue,
the bill was approved unanimously by
the Legislature’s Appropriations Com
mittee.
Many Chapter members called their
legislators to voice support for the bond
issue. Legislators received hundreds of
calls in favor of the bill; this support

to page four
Ed Richardson
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Corporate memberships

the director’s corner
by J. Mason Morfit, executive director

In this issue, I’d like to share my space
with editorial writers from several of the
state’s major newspapers. Maine’s
papers have voiced strong support for
the public lands bond issue, expressing
their views in arguments both cogent and
eloquent.
"Anybody who hasn’t been living in a
cave for the past few years is aware of
development pressures being exerted on
the state.
"What many people may not be aware
of is that Maine has uncomfortably little
land set aside for public uses. Unless
something is done about this situation
soon, we may find ourselves cut off from
the ability to acquire such property for
recreational and wildlife uses....
"...We must act promptly. Maine
simply cannot afford to wait until the
public is priced out of the market while
land suitable for public recreation
purposes is gobbled up by developers.”
Portland Press Herald
May 5, 1987
"Maine is at an historic juncture, and
the timing is crucial. ...The outdoors
opportunities for which many people
have chosen to settle here are diminishing
or being downgraded at a disturbing rate.
If the trend continues, the impact will be
on economic development as well as
recreation....”
Bangor Daily News
April 10, 1987
"...Now, however, there is reason to
believe that the time has come for the
coalition’s idea [the public lands bond

Foundation support
We are pleased to recognize and thank
the following foundations for their
support of the Maine Chapter.
The Kresge Foundation

New life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund
provides a life membership for the
donor and spouse in the Maine Chapter
of The Nature Conservancy. All such
gifts furnish a long-term source of
support to help save land here in Maine.
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issue]. Unprecedented growth in south
ern Maine is leading to controls on
development in many communities...
There is growing awareness that land for
public recreation is limited....”
Kennebec Journal
April 7, 1987
"We have already procrastinated too
long, and it is especially frustrating to go
back a few years and read... identical
arguments and conclusions [reached] 20
or 30 years ago....”
Waterville Morning Sentinel
September 26, 1986
"Now is the time for the state to act.
The price of coastal and inland property
suitable for public recreational purposes
can only increase in the coming years.
"We cannot afford to wait until the
public is priced out of the market or
until land now available for potential
public recreational use is overrun by
private development.”
Maine Sunday Telegram
September 9, 1986

Enough said. Except that, Maine
Chapter members deserve a great deal of
credit for the passage of the $35 million
land acquisition bond issue bill—passed
with an impressive show of support
from the Legislature (only three dis
senting votes!). Your phone calls and
letters did make a difference.
If you would like to join the "Cam
paign for Maine Land,” and help get the
vote out for the public lands bond issue
in November, please don’t hesitate to
give the Chapter office a call.

We are pleased to welcome as new life
members:
Sara W. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Kurz

Memorial gifts
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Helen Collins
Ethel Moyer Dyer
Frank Hazeltine
P. Claire Stoner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Webber

We are pleased to have received
support from the following companies
and welcome them as corporate mem
bers of the Maine Chapter.
Black Spruce Type/Graphics
Continental Telephone Company
of Maine
Kennebunk-Kennebunkport
Water District
Maine Color Service
Penobscot County Conservation
Assoc., Inc.
Virginia Lake Farms

Big Reed Pond certificates
If you gave to the Big Reed Pond cam
paign before the investment certificates
became available, and would like your
gift recognized with one of our hand
some, richly detailed certificates, we’d
be happy to send you one. Please drop us
a note with the following information:
• your name and address
• the name(s) to be noted on the
certificate
• the address of the recipient if it was a
gift
• the amount and date of the gift.
Send to: BRP certificates, Maine
Chapter, The Nature Conservancy,
P.O. Box 338, Topsham, ME 04086.
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Dear Maine Chapter member,

The Annual Meeting will be a wonderful opportunity to explore
western Maine and enjoy the company of other Maine Chapter supporters.
We're planning a day of interesting field trips to beautiful places,
followed by a fine dinner and talk by our special guest, Frank Boren,
new national president of The Nature Conservancy. Come to the meeting
and find out what makes the Chapter so special—its people 1
The Maine Chapter is fortunate to have an extremely dedicated and
experienced Board of Trustees. This year, we are once again honored to
present a nominating slate of outstanding people willing to serve the
Maine Chapter as officers and trustees.
The following have been nominated as officers:
Sherry F. Huber, Chair
Peter Corcoran, Vice-chair
Carol A. Wishcamper, Vice-chair
Dr. William B. (Tony) Owens, Treasurer
Donald F. Mairs, Secretary
The following have been nominated as new trustees:
Michael W. Aube
William D. Blair, Jr.
Cherie Mason
Marilyn Moss Rockefeller
Douglas M. Smith
David G. Stanley
The following have been renominated as trustees:
Linda Alverson
Dr. Malcolm Coulter
Alan Hutchinson
Howard C. Johnson
Ralph Robins
Ellen Wells

'

Please plan to join us in Bethel on Saturday, September 26.
(All
the details and order forms are at the back of this issue.)
I look
forward to meeting you there.

Sincerely,

J. Mason Morfit
Executive Director

NATIONAL OFFICE: 1800 North Kent Street, Arlington, Virginia 22209, (703) 841-5300

Trustee nominations
The following new trustees have been
nominated to the Chapter board.

Michael W. Aube (Bangor): Presi
dent and CEO, Eastern Maine Develop
ment Corporation; 1981-present. Exec.
Asst, to Senator George Mitchell, 198081. Leg. Asst, to Senator Edmund
Muskie, 1974-80. Member: State Board
of Education; Board of Trustees, Maine
Vocational Technical Institute; Governor
McKernan’s Economic Development
Strategy Task Force; First Vice-President,
National Association of Development
Organizations. Boston College.
William D. Blair, Jr. (Vinalhaven):
National President, The Nature Conser
vancy, 1980-86; member, TNC Board of
Governors, 1972-80; Chairman, 197277; Trustee, TNC Maryland Chapter,
1976-79. Dept. Asst. Secretary for
Public Affairs, U.S. Department of State,
1970- 80. Previously Paris Bureau Chief
and other positions with Newsiveek and
the Baltimore Sunpapers. Princeton.
Marilyn Moss Rockefeller (Cam
den): Chairman, President and CEO of
Moss, Inc. (formerly Moss Tent Works),
1976-present. Chairman, Board of
Trustees, Maine Coast Artists, Inc.
Board of Directors, SBANE, Inc. Volun
teer, Owls Head Transportation Museum.
University of Michigan.
Douglas M. Smith (Dover-Foxcroft):
Attorney and director with Eaton,
Peabody, Bradford, &. Veague. Former
chairman of Dover-Foxcroft United
Methodist Church, Piscataquis District
Y.M.C.A., Dover-Foxcroft Kiwanis
Club. Three terms Maine Legislature,
1971- 77; Judge of Probate of Piscataquis
County, 1986-87- University of Maine.
David G. Stanley (Cumberland
Foreside): State Representative; retired
as Senior Vice-President, Union Mutual
Life Insurance (now UNUM) in 1986.
Co-chair, Greater Portland United Way
Campaign, 1985. Member, Governor’s
Management Task Force for the State of
Maine. Former Trustee, Maine Audubon
Society. Trustee, Outward Bound
School at Hurricane Island. Past Chair

man, American Health Planning Associa
tion. Dartmouth.

Officers
Sherry F. Huber,
Chair
Peter Corcoran,
Vice-chair
Carol A. Wishcamper,
Vice-chair
Dr. William B. (Tony) Owens,
Treasurer
Donald F. Mairs,
Secretary

Re-nominated Trustees
Linda Alverson
Dr. Malcolm Coulter
Alan Hutchinson
Howard C. Johnson
Ralph Robins
Ellen Wells

Prompted by concern over a tour boat
operator who enticed eagles to his
sightseeing boat with frozen, inflated
fish, the amendment clarifies and
expands the definition of illegal harass
ment of endangered species.
The act’s new language specifically
defines "harass” as "an intentional or
negligent act or omission which creates
the likelihood of injury to wildlife by
annoying it to such an extent as to
significantly disrupt normal behavioral
patterns.” The amendment also expands
"misuse of endangered or threatened
species” to include "that person [who]
deliberately feeds, sets bait for or
harasses any endangered or threatened
species....” A warning will be issued for
the first offense; a second offense is
punishable with a penalty of up to six
months in the county jail or a fine of up
to $500.

Endangered species conference
Maine’s endangered species will be the
subject of an all-day conference to be
held Saturday, October 24 at the
University of Maine at Orono. This
conference will be similar to the
Endangered Species Conference held in
1985, which introduced lists of animals
proposed for endangered species status
by the state. This year, the focus will be
on the proposed lists of Maine’s
endangered plants. The conference is
sponsored by the Conservancy’s Maine
Natural Heritage Program, the Maine
Critical Areas Program and the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife’s Nongame Program.
For more information and a registra
tion packet, please write to Endangered
Species Conference, Critical Areas
Program, State Planning Office, State
House Station #38, Augusta, Maine
04333.

Endangered species act
amended
Maine’s endangered species act has
been amended to provide additional
protection for bald eagles and other
endangered species.

Coastweek ’87
Maine’s fourth annual Coastweek
celebration is scheduled for October 3
through 12. Coastweek is a time to
recognize the multiple values of our
coast, as well as its central role in our
history. It is also a good time to learn
more about this fragile border between
land and sea.

Coastal clean-up
During last year’s clean-up, nearly 500
people collected three tons of trash from
along 70 miles of Maine shoreline. This
year the clean-up is scheduled for
Saturday, October 3. Low tide will be at
mid-day, making it easier to arrange
longer perambulations along the shore in
search of trash.
Participants in the clean-up are asked
to fill out a report for the State Planning
Office, and to properly dispose of the
trash collected. The results will be
compiled and used in studies of ocean
pollution here and nationally.
For more information about Coast
week and the clean-up, please contact
Katrina Van Dusen at the State Planning
Office, 289-3261.
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entities in acquiring, paying for and
managing the new lands.
• Local review and approval is required
for all large projects, giving local
governments the chance to help plan for
and protect the special natural areas in
their towns.

A step forward for Maine

Maine lands
From page one

clearly had a positive and decisive effect
on the bond issue approved by the
Legislature.
State representative McGowan called
the bill "the most important piece of
legislation I have ever sponsored.”
"Land is sacred in my eyes,” he
continued. "I believe as an elected
official in Maine we must leave it better
than we found it.”
Senator Pearson, co-chairman of the
Appropriations Committee, said that
the bond would be "as important to
generations of the future as Governor
Baxter’s gift [Baxter State Park] was to
us... When all is said and done... this
will still be there. We can say, 'I did
something that lasted, I made a
difference.’ ”
"I think we can all agree with
Governor McKernan’s assessment that
we need to act while we can to preserve
forever some of this state’s remarkable
natural resources,” said Senate President
Pray. "Not only must we act now, we
must continue to act, as quickly as we
can.”
The public lands bond issue was
enthusiastically supported by a wide
variety of organizations and interests
throughout the state. A core group of
supporters, coordinated by Nature
Conservancy consultant Annee Tara,
included the Conservancy, Maine
Audubon Society, Maine Coast Heritage
Trust, Maine Trappers Association,
Natural Resources Council of Maine,
and Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine.

Land for Maine’s future
The bond issue’s companion bill sets
up a nine-member administrative board
4 — Maine Legacy, August 1987

comprised of four private citizens and
the commissioners of the departments of
Conservation, Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, Agriculture, and Transporta
tion, and the director of the State
Planning Office.
The bill also establishes priorities and
procedures for the land acquisition
program. In brief, they are:

• The board will assess proposed
acquisitions and allocate funds based on
whether the site is of statewide signifi
cance, and:
- contains recreation lands, prime
physical features of the Maine
landscape, areas of special scenic
beauty, farmland or open space,
undeveloped shorelines, wetlands,
fragile mountain areas or land with
other conservation or recreation
values;
- is habitat for plant or animal species
or natural communities considered
rare, threatened or endangered in the
state; or
- provides public access to recreation
opportunities or outstanding natural
resources.
• All sites will be evaluated for rare or
endangered species and natural com
munities, and other high priority natural
features. The state must manage the
lands to maintain and protect these
features when present.
• Priority will be given to projects with
matching funds available from "cooper
ating entities”: private, nonprofit
organizations, local conservation com
missions, local governments and federal
agencies. The bill strongly encourages
the state to enlist the help of cooperating

Much of the country is also experi
encing the same kind of rapid and
pervasive development that threatens
the wild, unspoiled places traditionally
enjoyed by Maine people. Public land
acquisition is one very effective way to
ensure that Maine’s natural areas, and
public access to them, are not lost
forever in the midst of the current
development boom.
Maine has now joined nearly a score of
states that have passed or are contem
plating state programs for protection of
natural lands. Every New England state
either has, or is considering, a land
acquisition program like that proposed
for Maine.
As federal funds for public land
acquisition have dwindled in recent
years, the Conservancy, along with other
private groups, has increased its efforts
to try and make up the difference. With
passage of this bond issue, the state will
be able to join private organizations as a
strong partner in protecting Maine’s
special places.

What’s next
Referendum in November
The bond issue must now be approved
by Maine voters. Next November, you
will be able to vote for the expenditure
by answering yes to the following
question:
"Shall a bond issue for the purchase of
public land access for Maine’s people in
the amount of $35,000,000 to be issued
over a period of 4 years be approved?”
A bi-partisan coalition of supporters
(including prominent leaders of conser
vation, business and other interests) and
government officials is now working
toward passage of the bond issue in
November. The Conservancy will
continue to offer its strong support.

Protecting an old forest
" 'The Big Reed Pond Preserve is truly an
undisturbed system. Both now and in the
future there will be no place qualitatively
similar. ’ Keeping it that way will be up to its
new owners and the public, which must be
willing to respect an old-growth forest, a
pristine pond and a pair of privacy-loving
loons for what they are.”
Dave Platt, Bangor Daily News, 5/21/86
In the wake of publicity about Big
Reed Pond and its old-growth forest, we
have received many inquiries from
people eager to visit and see the forest for
themselves. Such interest is easy to
understand—we not only cherish the
idea of remote wilderness and primeval
forest, we wish to experience it first
hand. And yet, the most valuable and
unique feature of Big Reed Pond
Preserve is its relative lack of human
intrusion. Quite simply, we run the risk
of damaging the very characteristics we
wish to protect by allowing too many
visitors, however appreciative they may
be. We will, however, be offering guided
field trips (see below).

Access policy
In the interest of long-term protection
of the Big Reed Pond ecosystem and its
use as a resource natural area, as well as
for reasons of personal safety, unguided
visitation is discouraged. All visiting
groups must have prior Chapter approval
and be accompanied by a Conservancy
representative. The amount and kind of
use and its impact will be monitored
closely. No camping or fires are allowed
within the preserve. There are no trails
within the preserve or signs directing
visitors to potential access points.
All proposals for research use of the
preserve will be reviewed by an advisory
stewardship committee. All research use
must be approved; research application
guidelines are available from the Chapter
office.
The Chapter’s access policy for Big
Reed Pond Preserve addresses the
following major concerns:
• Big Reed Pond is one of the few sites
for blueback trout (a subspecies of arctic
char found in only seven ponds in the
world) that has not been contaminated
with introduced bait fish. Many aspects
of the life history of the blueback remain
a mystery. The unwitting release of
exotic bait fish could, in an afternoon,
set in motion a chain of events that could

drastically alter thousands of years of
evolution in isolation.
• Fires started by lightning have
burned small patches of Big Reed forest
during the last several hundred years.
Such fires are natural agents of regenera
tion in the context of the ecosystem as a
whole. At the same time, a major fire
could easily destroy the old-growth
forest. Once a fire started, it would be
difficult to reach and contain within the
roadless preserve. A smoldering cigarette
or campfire would threaten not only the
preserve forest, but also the thousands of
acres of commercial timber on neigh
boring land. The greater the number of
visitors, the greater the risk that a careless
smoker or illegal camper might start a fire
that would destroy centuries of growth.
Visitors should refrain from smoking
while in the preserve.
• What makes Big Reed unique as an
example of old-growth is its size and
variety—it is an undisturbed system large
enough to sustain itself and its natural
processes. As such, it has enormous
potential for research. Because of its lack
of outside influences, it can serve both as
yardstick of long-term environmental
changes and a base of comparison with
harvested forests throughout New
England. However, for such long-term
ecological studies to be valid, scientists
must be sure the areas monitored are free
from human influence.
• Finally there is the very real concern
for the safety of potential visitors. There
are no trails leading into the preserve and
the nearest maintained logging road is
over two miles away. It is surprisingly
easy to get lost in these woods. Slash
from timber harvesting operations
outside the preserve and numerous
blowdowns within the preserve make
traveling slow, tiring and potentially
hazardous. Visitors who attempt to walk
in should be familiar with the use of a
map and compass and the techniques of
wilderness survival in case of emergency
or accident, and be physically fit enough
to hike in and out in the same day. The
topography of Big Reed Pond is such
that access by floating plane is only
possible with a small light aircraft, an
experienced pilot and appropriate
weather conditions.
• As a "Great Pond,” Big Reed Pond
itself belongs to the people of the state of
Maine. Thus, the public has the right to
reach the pond for the purpose of
"fishing or fowling,” either by foot or

over unimproved land or by float plane.
However, this traditional right does not
include permission to camp or build
fires on the pond shores, or to blaze
permanent trails to it. The taking of fish
from the pond is subject to regulation by
the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife. Big Reed Pond is a proposed
"no live bait fish pond” because of its
unique cold water fishery. This ruling is
expected to take effect in August 1987.

Field trips to Big Reed
Ironically, the visitor looking for
cathedral-like stands of huge trees is
likely to be disappointed. Superficially,
much of this forest resembles other
mature hardwood ridges and cedar
swamps of northern Maine—without
the sawn stumps and logging roads. Its
uniqueness is more subtle, evident in the
the mounded remains of ancient trees
that rotted where they fell, and in the
standing dead trees and abundant snags
that provide denning and nesting holes
for woodpeckers, pine martens and
other wildlife.
The preserve’s special character
comes to life with an ecologist as guide.
The Chapter will be offering occasional
field trips designed to provide not only a
taste of the wildness that once was, but
also the opportunity to gain an under
standing of the special characteristics of
this old-growth forest community.
Watch future issues of Maine Legacy and
the 1988 field trip brochure for further
information on guided trips.
Barbara Vickery

What visitors
to the North Maine Woods
should know:
The major landowners of northern
Maine have delegated management of
recreational use of their land to the
North Maine Woods Association. This
nonprofit corporation operates check
points at the entrances of all logging
roads leading into the area (roughly west
of Route 11 and north of Baxter Park).
At the checkpoint visitors are asked to
register, pay an entrance fee and state
where they plan to go. Camping is
allowed only in authorized campsites
and designated fire permit sites. (Fire
permits must first be obtained from the
Maine Forest Service.) There are no
authorized campsites or designated fire
permit sites within Big Reed Pond
Preserve nor in adjacent areas.
For more information please contact:
North Maine Woods, Box 552, Presque
Isle, ME 04769.
Maine Legacy, August 1987 — 5

Volunteers
Volunteers are exceptionally impor
tant to the success of the Maine Chapter.
We’d like to take a moment to recognize
a few of the people who have helped the
Chapter recently. If you would like to
join them, see the "want ads” below and
give us a call!

Volunteer Libbey Seigars helped the
Heritage Program map all Maine’s
conservation lands owned by public and
private agencies. Libbey's cheerful
optimism and enthusiasm have sustained
her through hundreds of areas and
attendant eyestrain.
Libbey is a production potter with a
wholesale studio in Portland. Her work is
featured in many shops along the coast,
including Caleb’s Sunrise in Bar Harbor,
the Brooklyn Craft Coop in Brooklyn and
Mung Bean in Boothbay Harbor.

We need you!
Paper clips

Bob Proctor, a retired civil engineer,
offered his expert services at Douglas
Mountain Preserve. Braving mosquito
swarms and record high temperatures for
the end of May, he and his wife Gene
helped committee chairman and longtime
volunteer steward Ted Greene and
stewardship assistant Julie Henderson find
several obscured preserve boundaries.

If you are willing to read your local
paper(s) for us, please call or write Ruth
Ann Hill at the Chapter office, 7295181.

Volunteer enlistment
We are in the process of collecting
and organizing a number of useful lists
that will help the Chapter work more
effectively. If you can offer a day, or a
few hours per week, to help with this
prosaic (but necessary) job, please call
Deb Clark at the Chapter office, 7295181.

Many people helped TNC and Maine
Audubon staff with the fencing project.
Bob Proctor had a busy week, helping out
with both tern fencing and Douglas
Mountain Preserve boundaries. Bates
professor Robert Chute brought his
environmental studies class. Tom
Settlemire of Brunswick, a teacher at
Bowdoin College, part-time farmer and
local representative of Gallagher Fencing,
provided advice and assistance with the
installation of the electric fencing.

We need able-bodied volunteers to
continue the "un-building” and general
clean-up effort on Great Duck Island.
The reward for two full days of hard
work on August 22 and 23 will be a
chance to enjoy a beautiful island
environment and listen to the petrels
chatter all night long. If interested,
please call Julie Henderson, stewardship
assistant, at the Chapter office by
August 14.

Julie Henderson
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publication’s name and date.

Un-builders wanted

At Seawall Beach, Dana Michaud helped
tern-plover warden Sue Blood untangle and
string wire for the electric fence surrounding
the least tern nesting colony.

Peter Blanchard is serving as a roving
volunteer assistant field steward this
summer. He is concentrating on the island
preserves of Penobscot, Blue Hill and
Frenchman bays.
Peter recently completed his M.S. in
forestry at Yale, and now teaches biology
at Dobbs School in New York. For the
past seven summers, he has worked with
the Philadelphia Museum of Natural
History's Maine Ecology Field Program in
Blue Hill.

Articles about, or of interest to, the
Maine Chapter frequently appear in
newspapers and magazines across the
state. Since the staff lives in roughly the
same place, we don’t always see all of
them... and we’d like to! We have the
Portland Press Herald, Maine Sunday
Telegram, Bangor Daily News, and Maine
Times covered. Can you help us fill in the
gaps?
Although we specifically need people
to regularly read and clip items from
local papers, we’re always interested in
anything that pertains to the Conser
vancy’s work in Maine. Please don’t
assume that we’ve seen it. On all
clippings, please remember to note the

Time to make plans
for the Annual Meeting!

Schedule of events
f° a^ 'OlJ a„

Field trips end, 4 p.m.
coffee, tea, and hot chocolate available. Bethel Inn
Conference Center Lobby.

Business meeting, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

*'S1»

election of new trustees, reports of the Chairman,
Treasurer, and Executive Director; slide show
highlighting the Chapter’s most recent accomplishments
Bethel Inn Conference Center.

er^6

Social hour, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Gibson Room, Bethel Inn. Cash bar.
^<5

Dinner, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
your choice of chicken marsala or baked stuffed
sole served with soup, salad, rice, vegetable and dessert.
South Dining Room, Bethel Inn.

Evening events, 8 to 9 p.m.
• presentation of the Conservancy’s President’s
Public Service Awards and recognition of outstanding
volunteers.
• "National Year in Review,” TNC’s annual slide
show, featuring some of the Conservancy’s most
exciting projects nationwide.
• special guest speaker: Frank Boren, new national
President of the Conservancy.

Registration
Clip and mail
with check to:
Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
122 Main Street
P.O. Box 338
Topsham, ME 04086
Phone: 729-5181

Please see field trip descriptions
and form on the other side.

REGISTRATION (required of all Annual Meeting participants) The registration fee also includes
afternoon coffee, business meeting and reception.

____________________ x $5.00

registration subtotal____________________

DINNER

____________________ chicken marsala dinner(s) x $14____________________
____________________ stuffed sole dinner(s) x $16_____________________

dinner subtotal________

FIELD TRIP subtotal (from other side)________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:_______

name _ ______

address _______

phone (home) _____________________________________________________ (work)________
(telephone numbers accurate for mid-September on, please)

Annual meeting field trips
1 A.

Step Falls and Grafton Notch (Newry)

WHEN: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Step Falls Preserve parking lot, on Route 26,
7.6 miles north of Route 2
LIMIT: 15 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
As the Maine Chapter’s first preserve, Step Falls has long been a
popular spot for a family hike or picnic. The panoramic view of
surrounding mountains glowing with autumn color makes the short
climb to the top of the 135-foot falls well worthwhile. From there
we will go on to explore the 60-foot-deep potholes at Screw Auger
Falls, as well as Moose Cave and Old Speck Falls in spectacular
Grafton Notch. (Easy-moderate)
LEADER: Ed Richardson, Chapter trustee, nature photographer,
botanist.

2 A.

Haystack Notch Hike (Stoneham) .
WHEN: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MEET AT: The trail head is on the east of the
Evans Notch Road (Route 113 south) 6/2 miles south of
Route 2, after the entrances to Mud Brook and Caribou Trails
LIMIT: 15 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
Haystack Notch in the White Mountain National Forest has been
recommended as a Research Natural Area because it is an
outstanding example of a rich woods community. Two rare plants
and a wide variety of other herbs abound in the understory of the
mature forest of beech and sugar maple.
A 114 hour (two mile) moderate hike from the trail head will
bring us to the Notch. Bring a lunch. (Moderate)
LEADER: Lissa Widoff, Natural Heritage Program community
ecologist.

3 A.

Virginia Lake (Stoneham)
WHEN: 12 noon to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Junction of Virginia Lake Road and Route 5
(next to Keewaydin Lake)
LIMIT: 20 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
The Nature Conservancy recently purchased the Virginia Lake
property, a spectacular 1,700-acre addition to the White Mountain
National Forest. Virgina Lake, the largest lake within the Forest, is
undeveloped and is a great place to see moose, herons, loons,
snapping turtles and other wildlife.

#
members

4A.

Sucker Brook Preserve (Lovell)
WHEN: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Lovell town landing on Horseshoe Pond
(Map will be sent to trip participants)
LIMIT: 12 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
For its half-mile within the preserve, Sucker Brook is alternately
a rocky brook shaded by hemlock and pine and a wide sunny
beaver flowage bordered by lush royal ferns.
An easy one-mile loop trail along the brook allows visitors a
chance to spot migrant thrushes and fall mushrooms in the forest
and waterfowl and moose from the shores of Moose Pond. (Easy)
LEADER: Barbara Vickery, Chapter stewardship director, botanist.

5 A.

Speckled Mountain hike (Stoneham)
WHEN: Saturday, September 26 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: The trail head. (A map will be sent to participants)
LIMIT: 15 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
The summit and open ledges of Speckled Mountain offer
spectacular views of the White Mountains, including Mount
Washington, approximately 15 miles to the west. Located in the
White Mountain National Forest, the mountain also overlooks
Virginia Lake and the rolling hills of western Maine.
This will be a strenuous hike; we plan to cover at least eight
miles, four of which will be steadily and profoundly uphill. Please
bring a lunch and plenty of water, as well as sufficient clothing for
wet, windy and/or cold weather.
LEADERS: Ruth Ann Hill, Amy and Richard Forrester, TNC staff
and enthusiastic and vigorous hikers prone to botanizing, birding,
photographing and otherwise enjoying distractions along the way.
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We will have a leisurely lunch on the grounds of The Antlers, a
majestic, turn-of-the-century summer cottage which overlooks the
lake and the White Mountains. We will then have plenty of time to
explore the lake by canoe in search of moose and other wildlife.
This is a perfect, relaxed trip for the entire family. A limited
number of boats will be available for participants who cannot bring
their own canoes.
LEADER: Kent Wommack, Chapter associate director.
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